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trigue, no doubt, prevail, and interest becomes
necessary to procure the appointments to more
agreeable stations, where the duties are less
severe, and where the liberty of action is greater.
During my stay at Nazareth, I remember to
have met, three young friars, one from Damas-
cus, and two from Aleppo, both of them having
been ordered there to await their destination
from the procurator generale of Jerusalem.
Observing to one of them, who seemed amiable
and communicative, that I should be delighted
to find his appointment for the Holy City arrive
during my stay, so that I might have the pleasure
of his company on my way thus far, he replied,
" We are all in doubt as to our destinations, but
God grant that mine may be for Aleppo;"
" And mine also/' said another ; while the third
replied, that, " bad as Damascus was for Chris-
tians, he would rather remain ten years there,
than be condemned to pass five in Jerusalem/'
I could not then understand the motive of the
dislike to the Holy City, and I was unwilling to
give offence by asking an explanation; but now
it seemed more intelligible to me.
After the picture of Chateaubriand's first
descent at Yaffa, where he found a Spanish friar,
with a c* cuore limpido e bianco," who assured
him that the life he had led for the last fitly years
in the Holy land was " mi vero paradiso," I